[INSERT CENTRE LETTERHEAD]
NOTE TO CENTRES: this option is where you don’t want to invite MPs to your centre and you want the option of parents signing a letter (like a petition).

Dear [name of MP],
I am writing to share with you the strong support we have from parents and caregivers of children in our centre. We are concerned about what will happen if the under-funding of early childhood education continues.
Early childhood education centres in New Zealand are at crisis point. Providers rely on Government funding for the majority of their costs but over many years now, the costs have gone up significantly and government funding has not been keeping up - with the difference alone between inflation and funding at 11.5% since 2019 (in real terms). 
This means that providers have been forced to cut costs and shift more of the cost burden onto parents so cut-down services can at least continue.
[Choose the option that suits you, add details where indicated and amend wording if required, then delete all highlighted text and any remaining highlighting]
[Option A]
Many centres have had to increase their prices, such as [our local centre], where prices have gone up by [add correct percentage or other sense of quantity/scale of any increase]. This is another cost of living pressure hitting already struggling families. 
[Or Option B]
Many centres where the providers know it’s impossible for parents and families to pay higher fees, such as [our local centre], are just getting closer to closure. This is very unsettling for our family to know and future families don’t even know this is happening. This is not an opportunity for local centres like ours close all round the country so that fewer larger centres can be established in the future, treasured local centres will be lost.
Every month, more centres around the country are closing. Information reported by the Early Childhood Council shows that annual centre closures went from 4 per month in 2022 to 20 per month in 2023, that’s an increase of 400%. [Centre to pre-populate any local examples in your local community where applicable, and share personal anecdotes/stories about the positive impact and importance of your local centre].
Quality early childhood education is one of the best things we can give our young people to set them up for future educational success. The benefits are even greater for children from families who are having to struggle financially or living in hardship. Children from those households are least able to afford fee increases.
Thousands of parents such as ours, who rely on our centre, are worried about what this all means for our children. The future of not only our children, but also our communities and New Zealand, is at severe risk. 
What are we asking for
Politicians are often saying that investing early makes a bigger difference, and yet early childhood is as early as it gets and we’re not really asking for more, we are asking for effective cuts to start to be reversed – with a 5% cost adjustment for under-5s in Budget 2026. 
Signatures of support
Please see below a list of the parents who were willing to put their names to this call for help. We are asking you to take an interest and try to support this request in any way you can. 
If you would like to visit our centre, please let me know.

Yours sincerely

[signed off by centre]
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